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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: TGEN, ENRG, PINT, UR 

SUBJECT: INDIA-USSR COOPERATION IN MAGNETHYDRODYNAMICS: 

POSSIBLE UNCSTD INTEREST 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED - DURING MEETING AT INSTITUTE OF 
HIGH TEMPERATURES ("IVTAN"), SCICOUNS NOTED JANUARY 31 
TASS ARTICLE ON SOVIET-INDIAN COOPERATION IN 
MAGNETOHYDRODYNAMICS (MHD) AND ASKED INSTITUTE DIRECTOR 
A. YE. SHEYNDLIN FOR FURTHER DETAILS. SHEYNDLIN RESPONDED 
THAT INDIANS ARE WORKING ACTIVELY ON CONSTRUCTION OF SMALL 
MHD PLANT IN THE STATE OF MADRAS (TASS GIVES NAME OF 
TOWN AS TIRU CHCHIRAPPALLI) . AND THAT PLANT SHOULD BE 
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READY IN 1980-81. SHEYNDLIN SAID THAT SOVIETS ARE ASSIST- 
ING IN THIS PROGRAM, WHICH WILL HELP INDIA USE MORE 
EFFECTIVELY ITS LARGE DEPOSITS OF LOW-GRADE BROWN 
COAL. HE ADDED THAT THE CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF A 
HIGH-TECHNOLOGY FACILITY SUCH AS A MHD PLANT WILL ALSO 
HELP THE INDIANS DEVELOP THEIR POWER INDUSTRY INFRA- 
STRUCTURE. SHEYNDLIN SAID THE INDIAN PLANT WILL USE 
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LURGI GASIFIERS, A DATED TECHNOLOGY, BUT PROBABLY THE BEST 
WAY FOR THE INDIANS TO ENTER THE MHD DEVELOPMENT FIELD. 
SHEYNDLIN SAID THAT THE INDIAN PLANT IS SEVERAL TIMES 
SMALLER THAN THE PLANNED U.S. PLANT, WITH A TOTAL PRODUC- 
TION OF LESS THAN 15 MEGAWATTS THERMAL. 

2. SHEYNDLIN SAID THAT INDIANS ARE PRESSING FOR INTER- 
NATIONAL MEETING ON MHD DEVELOPMENT, TO TAKE PLACE IN 1979, 
AND SOVIETS WILL PARTICIPATE. HE URGED U.S. MHD LEADERSHIP 
TO CONSIDER PARTICIPATION, NOTING THAT IVTAN DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR PISHCHIKOV WILL SOON BE ATTENDING MHD-RELATED 
IAEA MEETING IN VIENNA, WHICH WILL REVIEW THE INDIAN 
PROPOSAL . END UNCLASSIFIED. 

3. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL - THE DEPARTMENT HAS ASKED EMBASSY 
ASSISTANCE IN IDENTIFYING TECHNICAL AREAS IN WHICH THE 
U.S. AND THE USSR MIGHT COOPERATE IN ASSISTANCE TO 
THIRD WORLD NATIONS UNDER UNCSTD AUSPICES. WE WOULD 
ALSO NOTE THAT (1) THE SOVIETS HAVE ALREADY ESTABLISHED A 
BILATERAL MHD PROGRAM THERE, (2) THE U.S. AND USSR MHD 
PROGRAMS CONSTITUTE ONE OF THE RARE INSTANCES IN WHICH 
TECHNOLOGIES OF THE TWO COUNTRIES ARE TRULY COMPLEMENTARY 
AND IN WHICH SUCCESSFUL BILATERAL IS UNDERWAY, AND (3) THE 
SOVIETS AT LEAST AT THE SHEYNDLIN LEVEL, APPEAR FAVORABLY 
DISPOSED TO A TRI LATERAL ARRANGEMENT WITH INDIA. THE 
EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT AND DOE GUIDANCE ON 
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APPROPRIATE FOLLOW-UP HERE. TOON 
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